
MAHAYANA PATH
According to Madhyamika Prasangika (Middle Way Consequence school) 

Milestones

1 – Inferential realization of emptiness (sharp faculty trainees)
2 – Uncontrived renunciation and bodhicitta 
3 – Will never fall to a lower vehicle
4 – Union of calm abiding and special insight observing emptiness
5 – Roots of virtue cannot be severed
6 – No more rebirths in lower realms
7 – Initial direct realization of emptiness (Arya)
8 – Abandoned intellectually acquired afflictive obscurations 
9 – Nirvana (Arhat)
10 – Enlightenment (Buddha)

Ordinary Bodhisattva Arya Bodhisattva Arya Buddha
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1st Ground 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th Buddha Ground

<-----Abandoning innate afflictive obscurations---->
Abandoning cognitive 

obscurations

 1 2 3 4 5 6         7 8 9 10

Uninterrupted path Afflictive 
Obscurations

Conception of inherent existence along 
with its seeds

Liberated path

 

Cognitive 
Obscurations

Latencies of the conception of inherent 
existence and all factors of mistaken 
dualistic appearance that arise due to the 
force of those 


